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and the religious, and of the two he made a common
cause. Out of this fusion a united India was born.
Unity became a reality even though freedom was yet
to come.
In the years that followed 1921 there were several
movements of civil disobedience. They were mass move-
ments embracing all manner of people. There were also
various forms which civil disobedience took. In main,
it implied the deliberate disobedience of all govern-
mental authority, civil and military. It implied the
surrender of titles and honorary offices, resignation
from civic bodies, refusal to attend government func-
tions, withdrawal of children from schools and colleges
controlled by the government, boycott of British courts
of law by lawyers and litigants, refusal to offer oneself
for military or government service, boycott of foreign
goods, chiefly British; in fact, it implied the doing of
everything which hindered the normal work of the
government established by the British.
For everything that wras destructive in the movement,
there was a constructive aspect to it also. The idea be-
hind the boycott of British cloth was primarily to hit
the Lancashire textile industry and strike at Britain's
prosperity. The British sat up and took notice of the
happenings in India when the smoke of the mills of
Lancashire grew thin, when their unemployment figures
rose and when the bread queues in the industrial north
grew longer.
On the constructive side, there was a desire to revive
the industries and the crafts of the country. The cult of
swadeshi and khaddar taught the Indian to wear the
homemade and hand-spun cloth of his own country.
Gandhi had earlier defined swadeshi as "the spirit within
us, which restricts, us to the use and the service of our